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IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Organist: Karen Cain   Pastor: Rev. Dana Schindler 

June 6, 2021    Second Sunday after Pentecost 
“Extending God’s love with the work of our hands and hearts…” 

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME                                                                                                                     
Welcome to worship today at Immanuel United Church of Christ in Hamel, IL. We are 
pleased that you have chosen to worship with us today. No matter who you are or 
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! Please leave a comment to let 
us know you are here. Also note any joys and concerns you may have and feel free to 
greet each other in Christian love. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Music used is covered under our CCLI livestreaming license # 4012842.   
Today for our service, you will need your worship guide, communion elements, paper 
and a pen. 
 
PRAYER GROUP will meet Wednesday morning at 10:00 am on Zoom. Invitations will 
go out to all on our mailing list Tuesday. We will be praying for the health of our church 
and our friends, family, and community.  
 
EDUCATION TEAM will meet Wednesday at 7 pm via Zoom. We will be re-imagining 
how to do Christian education to reach people of all ages. Meetings will be monthly to 
start and as needed once our basic plan is developed. We hope to begin programming 
in the fall. Some helpful skills for team members: doing art projects with children, 
imagination, talking with children and/or adults, telling stories. 
 
VISION TEAM will meet Thursday @ 7 pm on Zoom. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES                  Ruth:     officeiucc@gomadison.com 

                                   Pastor Dana: pastoriucc@gomadison.com 
 
THE BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY in Hamel is open on Mondays from 9:00am till 
10:30am. All who need assistance are welcome. 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Corn     Green Beans    Peas 
Carrots    Chef Boyardee Ravioli   Pie Filling 
Pasta sauce   BBQ Sauce    Chili 
Mashed Potatoes  Baked Beans    Rice 
Evaporated Milk   Coffee     Shampoo 
Bars of soap   Dish Detergent 

mailto:officeiucc@gomadison.com
mailto:pastoriucc@gomadison.com


2 

 

CONCERNS                                                                                                              
Maria S.      Harry S.     Lillie H.                                               
Kathie R.                               Hope S.     Carole G.                                                     
Tomiko J.                            Wayne S.     Sherri R.                                               
Rose O.                      Roger W.    Kathleen L.                                               
Michelle L.                               Kristy K.                          Dorothy D.                                            
Jane B.     Mary Ann C.                   Jake G.  
Diane B.     Luella L.    Church Council  
Rich      Huber Familly   Our Church 
Hitz Home workers and residents   Our country as we deal with pandemic                 
Pastor Dana, as she leads 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

The honor of your presence is requested for the 
Installation of 

Dana Schindler 
Sunday, June 13 at 3:00 pm CDT 
Immanuel United Church of Christ 

Hamel, Illinois 
With restrictions beings lifted, any clergy that chooses to robe and attend the 

installation are welcome. Please wear red stoles and arrive by 2:30 pm.                           
Please RSVP to pastoriucc@gomadison.com  

The service will also be livestreamed on Facebook @ Immanuel UCC-Hamel 
Light refreshments will be served following the service.                                                                                      

**************************************************************************************************
PRELUDE           Karen Cain 

POINT TO PONDER   
“The function of prayer is not to influence God, but rather to change the nature of the 

one who prays.”  ― Soren Kierkegaard 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: Happy are those who make the LORD their trust. 
All: None can compare with God’s wondrous deeds. 
One: God hears our cry and puts a new song in our mouths. 
All: God draws us out of the miry bog and plants our feet on the rock. 

Praise be to God, who hears our every prayer. Amen. 
 
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Loving God, we give thanks this day for your presence among us. Help us to see your 
face and hear your voice as we come before you with the desires of our hearts on our 
lips. Lead us and guide us in the paths of love and mercy. In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 

mailto:pastoriucc@gomadison.com
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*OPENING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  #459 (NCH) 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's redeeming love. 

Here I find my greatest treasure; 
hither by thy help I've come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 

bought me with his precious blood. 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART                                                                                                
Today we are going to talk about prayer. Have you ever prayed for something? Maybe 
you’ve prayed to pass a test or that the teacher won’t call on you if you don’t know the 
answer. One of my childhood prayers was that we wouldn’t have turnips for supper. I 
really didn’t like turnips. Sometimes we might get what we pray for and we say “God 
answered my prayer!” Sometimes we DON’T get what we prayed for and we might say 
“God didn’t answer my prayer.” But when that happens, maybe God really did answer 
our prayer—and the answer was NO. Sometimes God says no. And sometimes we 
don’t listen long enough to find out what the answer is. 

When we pray, its just as important to wait and listen for God’s answer as it is to pray. 
And we need to remember that we aren’t supposed to try to change God’s mind, we 
are supposed to pray for what God wants to happen and then change ourselves so we 
can accept what happens. 

PRAYER: Gracious God, thanks for everything you give us—even when it isn’t what 
we wanted. We’re glad that you know what is best for us and give us that. Amen. 

HYMN    Sweet Hour of Prayer    #505 (NCH) 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
that calls me from a world of care,  
and bids me at my Father's throne  

make all my wants and wishes known.  
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In seasons of distress and grief,  
my soul has often found relief,  

and oft escaped the tempter's snare  
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
the joys I feel, the bliss I share  

of those whose anxious spirits burn  
with strong desires for thy return!  

With such I hasten to the place  
where God my Savior shows his face,  

and gladly take my station there,  
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
thy wings shall my petition bear  

to him whose truth and faithfulness  
engage the waiting soul to bless.  

And since he bids me seek his face,  
believe his word, and trust his grace,  

I'll cast on him my every care,  
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 40 
I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. He drew me up 
from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my 
steps secure. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God. Many will 
see and fear, and put their trust in the LORD. Happy are those who make the LORD their 
trust, who do not turn to the proud, to those who go astray after false gods. You have 
multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; none 
can compare with you. Were I to proclaim and tell of them, they would be more than 
can be counted. Sacrifice and offering you do not desire, but you have given me an 
open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required. Then I said, “Here I 
am; in the scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do your will, O my God; 
your law is within my heart.” 

Ephesians 6:18-20                                                                                                                
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I 
speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of 
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, 
as I must speak. 



5 

 

SERMON   Sweet Hour of Prayer   Rev. Dana Schindler  

I asked the younger folks what they pray for, so now I’ll ask you. If you have paper and 
a pencil, write down the last thing you prayed for—be honest, this is for you, not me. 

All too often, we see prayer as God’s “to do list.” We tell God what we want and expect 
the answer we want. Sometimes the answer is yes, sometimes its no, and sometimes 

there doesn’t seem to be an answer at all. One of the lines in The Lord’s Prayer is “Thy 
will be done.” But we really hope that what we want is God’s will, because otherwise, 

we are not happy campers. 

Maybe the next question we should answer for ourselves is when do we pray? Do we 
pray at a certain time or whenever we think about it? Do we pray every day or just 

when we want something? 

When we pray do we expect an answer or just hope we get what we want until we get 
it? How long are we willing to wait for the answer? What do we do while we are 

waiting? 

 In our book study, one of the points the author made was that not one church that 
pulled themselves back from the valley of death did so without a strong group of 

people who prayed for it to happen. Let me say that again:                                                       
not one church that pulled themselves back from the valley of death did so 

without a strong group of people who prayed for it to happen.  

Those who prayed did so regularly. They prayed for an hour or even more. They 
prayed even if they didn’t hear the answer they wanted. They kept praying. They 
prayed not only for the church to live, but for their pastor and their leaders. They 

prayed for their people to take responsibility and to do the work to help make it happen. 
They prayed for their community. And as they prayed, God moved among them. The 
people started working together. They began to reach out into their community. They 

began to see new opportunities. They began to see ways to say yes to unknown 
outcomes, praying all the time that God would answer their prayers by showing them 
what to do. Because they understood that prayer is the first step, but working to help 

God bring life to their church also required a lot of work on their part. God helped them 
to make the changes that needed to be made, so they could reach out to people who 

didn’t know where they were or who they were. 

And they survived and thrived. But it all began with prayer. 

So, my friends, are YOU praying for our church to survive and thrive? 

Let’s start with a time of silent prayer for our church now. 
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Will you join me in The Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, the glory forever 
Amen.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Gracious God, thank you for giving us what we need even when we pray for what 
we want. Forgive us when we fail to listen to the guidance you offer and help us 
to do better. Remind us that we should always add “Thy will be done,” and to 
mean it. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.                                                              

 
PRAYER RESPONSE   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  # 472 (NCH) 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, help me stand, 
I am weak, I am tired, I am worn; Thru the storm, thru the night,  

Lead me on to the light, Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

GIVING OUR GIFTS                                                                                                                        
Offerings may be placed in the offering plates outside the sanctuary or mailed to 
Immanuel United Church of Christ at 5838 Staunton Road, Edwardsville, IL 62025.   

HYMN OF THANKS               Take My Life, God, Let it Be                # 448 (NCH)                                     
Take my life, God, let it be consecrated faithfully                                                           

Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.                           
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

COMMUNION HYMN  “Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face”     #336  

Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face; 
here would I touch and handle things unseen, 
here grasp with firmer hand th'eternal grace, 

and all my weariness upon thee lean. 

Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
here drink with thee the royal wine of heav'n; 

here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiv'n. 
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INVITATION                                                                                                                 
This is the table of Jesus Christ, who welcomes us now. He invites us not because we 
are worthy, but because we are not. He invites us not because we are pure, but 
because we are deeply scarred. He invites us in spite of our woundedness, in spite of 
our inability to forgive, even when we betray him through our words and deeds. He 
continues to invite us to come, so that he may heal our wounds and grant us grace 
upon grace. Come not because we deserve his grace, but because we all desperately 
need it. Come, for we are deeply loved, no matter who we are or where we are on life’s 
journey, Christ waits for us here and now. Come. 
 
PRAYER                                                                                                                                 
God be with us all, wherever we may be. Let us lift our hearts and give thanks to God. 
In love, God created this world and everything in it. God always has been and always 
will be with us in our wilderness experiences. God has always granted us grace upon 
grace. God came to us as a baby named Jesus, who healed the broken and the 
wounded, and challenged the authorities to embrace those who live in the shadows 
and at the margins. Jesus died on the cross and rose again, reminding us that life 
always overcomes death and that out of death new life emerges. For this O God, we 
are eternally grateful. We join all the saints who have come before to say the words of 
the ancient hymn: 
 
Sanctus                               
Holy, holy, holy, God of love and majesty,  
the whole universe speaks of your glory,  
O God most high.  
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                                  
We remember two of the disciples walking on the road to Emmaus and meeting a 
stranger. They invited him to walk with them and talked about the crucifixion. The 
stranger asked questions, the disciples were amazed he did not know about the 
crucifixion. As they walked, evening neared. They invited the stranger to stop and eat 
with them. As the stranger blessed and broke the bread, they recognized Jesus. May 
we, too, through sharing the bread, recognize the risen Christ in each one we meet.  
By this bread and this cup we proclaim: 

 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
Set your Holy Spirit, O God, upon this bread and this cup. Though we may be in 
separate places, grant that by this bread and cup we will be one body in Christ to 
support each other in this our time of trial and to proclaim hope through our ministries 
of healing and grace. Amen. 
 
SHARING THE FEAST 
The body of Christ, broken for you. 
The cup of the new covenant, poured out for you. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
We give thanks to you, O God, for gathering us together at this table in this moment in 
time. Though separate, by your Holy Spirit and this bread and cup, we are bound as 
one body in Christ. We go forth from here strengthened in love and committed to bear 
witness to hope that never dies. May we tell the story of life that always overcomes 
death through our words and deeds. Amen.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN     Great is Thy Faithfulness   # 423 (NCH) 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father.* 
There is no shadow of turning with thee. 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not. 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
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Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

BENEDICTION 

And now, until we meet again, may each one be held safely 
in the palm of God’s hand. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 


