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IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Organist: Karen Cain   Pastor: Rev. Dana Schindler 

May 30, 2021     Trinity Sunday 
“Extending God’s love with the work of our hands and hearts…” 

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME                                                                                                                     
Welcome to worship today at Immanuel United Church of Christ in Hamel, IL. We are 
pleased that you have chosen to worship with us today. No matter who you are or 
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! Please leave a comment to let 
us know you are here. Also note any joys and concerns you may have and feel free to 
greet each other in Christian love. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Music used is covered under our CCLI livestreaming license # 4012842.   
Today for our service, you will need your worship guide, paper and a pen. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING SAFEST PRACTICES INCLUDE increased social 
distance, masks must be worn, sing as softly as possible. These practices will minimize 
risk of transmission, not eliminate it.  
 
CHURCH COUNCIL will meet Wednesday night at 7 pm on Zoom. All are welcome to 
attend. Non-council members who would like to attend need to contact Pastor Dana to 
receive an invitation. 
 
BOOK STUDY  will meet on Thursday at 7 pm using the book Anatomy of a Revived 
Church: Seven Findings of How Congregations Avoided Death, by Thom Rainer. It is 
available through Amazon. All who are interested in helping our church to survive and 
thrive are urged to join us for this study. 
 
PICTURES PLEASE! We request that all members send in a picture of you and your 
family for our 150th  directory.  Just take one with your phone if you don't have one to 
send in.  We will also take pictures at church after worship service each week. Please 
also send your most current contact information. It will take time to assemble, so 
please send as soon as possible (no later than June 1st) to the office  
e-mail, officeiucc@gomadison.com, or rrklenke@schuetzfarms.com, or text it to  
618-910-8999.   
 
PRAYER GROUP will meet Wednesday morning at 10:00 am on Zoom. Invitations will 
go out to all on our mailing list Tuesday. We will be praying for the health of our church 
and our friends, family, and community.  
 

mailto:officeiucc@gomadison.com,
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
EDUCATION TEAM We will be re-imagining how to do Christian education to reach 
people of all ages. Meetings will be monthly to start and as needed once our basic plan 
is developed. We hope to begin programming in the fall.  
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES                                                                                                         
Ruth:     officeiucc@gomadison.com                                                                               
Pastor Dana: pastoriucc@gomadison.com 
 
THE BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY in Hamel is open on Mondays from 9:00am till 
10:30am. All who need assistance are welcome. 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Corn     Green Beans    Peas 
Carrots    Chef Boyardee Ravioli   Pie Filling 
Pasta sauce   BBQ Sauce    Chili 
Mashed Potatoes  Baked Beans    Rice 
Evaporated Milk   Coffee     Shampoo 
Bars of soap   Dish Detergent 
     
CONCERNS                                                                                                              
Maria S.      Harry S.     Lillie H.                                               
Kathie R.                               Hope S.     Carole G.                                                     
Tomiko J.                            Wayne S.     Sherri R.                                               
Rose O.                      Roger W.    Kathleen L.                                               
Michelle L.                               Kristy K.                          Dorothy D.                                            
Jane B.     Mary Ann C.                   Jake G.  
Diane B.     Luella L.    Church Council  
Students/School Personnel  Hitz Home workers and residents   
Our country as we deal with pandemic     Our Church 
Pastor Dana, as she leads 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS                                                                                                          
3 – Andy Towner   3 – Ben Alexander             4 – Larry Kuhn               
6 – Kelsey Colbert   11 -Elaine Kalish    11 -Suzanne Gremer 
16 - Bill Kalish    22 – Kyle Colbert             22 -Carissa Merkle                       
23 -Kathie Rigler   26 -Alex Guess      27 -Connie LeDuc  

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES                                           
9 – Bryan & Janae Merkle    13 -Gary & Karen Cain                          
24 -Chad & Sheila Alexander   25 -Ken & Sheryl Hencke                                          
29 -David & Caryl Tune   

The honor of your presence is requested for the 

mailto:officeiucc@gomadison.com
mailto:pastoriucc@gomadison.com
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Installation of 

Dana Schindler 

Sunday, June 13 at 3:00 pm CDT 
Immanuel United Church of Christ 

Hamel, Illinois 
With restrictions beings lifted, any clergy that chooses to robe and attend the 

installation are welcome. Please wear red stoles and arrive by 2:30 pm.                           
Please RSVP to pastoriucc@gomadison.com  

The service will also be livestreamed on Facebook @ Immanuel UCC-Hamel 
Light refreshments will be served following the service.                                                                                      

**************************************************************************************************
PRELUDE          Karen Cain 

POINT TO PONDER   
“I believe there’s a calling for all of us. I know that every human being has value and 

purpose. The real work of our lives is to become aware. And awakened.                                     
To answer the call.” ― Oprah Winfrey 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
One: We stand in the presence of God, Sovereign of the Universe, Lord of Hosts! 
All: The whole earth is full of God’s glory! 
One: God’s voice peals like thunder over the waters, the deserts, the forests! 
All: The whole earth is full of God’s glory! 
One: Do you hear the angels’ loud praise and feel the shaking of the very foundations 
of this place? God’s presence surrounds us, fills this very place! 
All: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts!1 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
God of majesty and power, how awesome you are to us! The mountains tremble, the 
seas roar at the sound of your name! Yet you have chosen to come to us in love and 
tenderness. You have called us to be people who will act in ways of peace and justice 
in your world. Open our hearts and our spirits, Lord, to hear your word, and having 
heard, to act in ministries of hope and peace for all your earth. These things we pray in 
Jesus’ Name. AMEN.1 

*OPENING HYMN       “Sanctuary”            #2164 (TFWS) 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
pure and holy, tried and true; 

with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
sanctuary for you. 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART   

mailto:pastoriucc@gomadison.com
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Our scripture today talks about God calling Isaiah to be a prophet. A prophet is a lot 
like a church pastor today. We both tell people what God tells us to say. Sometimes 
people like what we have to say and sometimes they don’t. Sometimes we 
misunderstand what God wants us to say or do. 
God also calls you to do things, so you have to listen carefully so you can hear what 
God wants you to do or say. God calls all of us to be kind to each other. That might 
mean being a friend to someone who needs a friend or helping someone to do 
something they can’t do by themselves. It might mean just giving a smile to someone 
who is sad or saying something nice. One day, God might tell you to do a certain kind 
of job. Usually its something you are good at or like to do. So pay attention to the 
things you are good at and see if there is some way you can use those things to show 
other people how God loves them. 
Prayer Gracious God, help us to be good listeners so we will know what you are 
calling us to do. Help us to remember to always be kind to each other, so other people 
can see how much you love them through us. Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC         Karen Cain  
 
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 6:1–8                                                                                                
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had 
six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”  

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 
filled with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts!” Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now 
that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”  
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 
And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  

SERMON   “Here am I; send me!”    Rev. Dana Schindler 

This is a story of Isaiah’s call to prophecy. It is dated by King Uzziah’s death. King 
Uzziah reigned for 40 years, during a time of prosperity. The time that follows that 

death and marks Isaiah’s time of prophecy will not be so prosperous. It will be marked 
by war and defeat. And God sends a vision and a call to Isaiah. 

Isaiah had an excuse: “I have unclean lips and live among a people of unclean lips.” 
He is a sinner. He has gossiped and lied. He recognizes that he is not perfect.                       
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So the seraph touches his lips with a red hot coal and cleanses his lips.                                
He is purified. Problem solved! 

That’s not the God moment we would expect, but it is dramatic.                                              
There’s a vision of God. There are seraphs—heavenly human-like angels.                                 

And there is fire.                                                                                                                                         
We might wonder if Isaiah agrees to accept this call because he now feels forgiven and 
worthy or if he is afraid there might be something worse that a hot coal touched to his 

lips if he says no. 

My own call was not so dramatic. I didn’t have a vision, but I did feel that God wanted 
me to be a minister as a teenager. Like Isaiah, I didn’t feel qualified or adequate for the 

task, so I said no, because I didn’t think I could talk in front of groups of people.                        
I chose instead to become a speech pathologist. I literally chose to talk for a living.                   

No irony there. I spent 30 years teaching people how to talk and how to speak up for 
themselves.  

I had been part of the church for most of my life. I attended Sunday School, youth 
group and church. I sang in the choir, went on mission trips, taught Sunday School, 
and directed Bible School. I served on committees and served as a deacon and an 

elder in the Presbyterian Church. I visited the sick. And I didn’t give another thought to 
being called to be a minister. Until I was 49. A dear friend told me I should go to 

seminary because I had gifts for ministry. I had a full time job, a husband, and a 9 year 
old son. I laughed and told her “hard pass.” 

But the thought wouldn’t leave me. It was as if God was saying “Look, I gave you 30 
years, its time now.” So after a lot of prayer and talks with Dave and Josh, I began 

seminary. As I got in the car to go to my first class, I thought “what am I doing?” But as 
I drove on campus, I was overcome by a feeling of peacefulness and belonging, even 
though I had not been a student in over 20 years. I was where God wanted me to be. 
Nothing about it was easy, but it was right. It took 5 years for me to finish and another 

5 years until my ordination, but it was right. I came to realize that being a speech 
pathologist was also a call—everything I learned in those 30 years was useful for this 

call. But none of it would have happened if I had not said yes. 

How about you? What has God called you to do? Your story may not be as dramatic 
as Isaiah’s or as “heard” as mine, but you, too have a story of one or more things that 
God has called you to do. Perhaps your “call” came in the form of a talent or skill you 

have been blessed with. God calls people to be not just ministers, but teachers, 
farmers, business people, bus drivers, first responders, artists, musicians, builders, 

landscapers, and even parents. God often calls people to be more than one thing, to 
do more than one thing.  



6 

 

Today, I would like for each of us to consider if God is calling us to do something in 
addition to or instead of what we are currently doing. Look for opportunities here in the 

church and out in the community to perform a job or service that honors God and 
spread the love of God to a hurting world.  

I invite you to say: Here am I. Send me.” Amen.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
We know much about earthly things, but so little about heavenly things. 
We stand in your presence, O God, but fail to see the hem of your robe 
in our midst—much less your presence, far above, upon the throne of heaven. 
We do not often see your seraphim in flight around your throne. 
We do not often hear their voices or feel the very foundations about us 
tremble at their loud praise. Open our lives to your mystery, power, and glory. 
Open our lives to you, O Holy One. Amen.1                                                                                       

 
PRAYER RESPONSE   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  # 472 (NCH) 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, help me stand, 
I am weak, I am tired, I am worn; Thru the storm, thru the night,  

Lead me on to the light, Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

GIVING OUR GIFTS                                                                                                                        
Offerings may be placed in the offering plates outside the sanctuary or mailed to 
Immanuel United Church of Christ at 5838 Staunton Road, Edwardsville, IL 62025.   

HYMN OF THANKS               Take My Life, God, Let it Be                # 448 (NCH)                                     
Take my life, God, let it be consecrated faithfully                                                           

Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All these things we pray in the name of your son, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray 
saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, the glory forever 
Amen.      

*CLOSING HYMN            “Here  I Am, Lord”      #452 (Chalice) 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save 

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They turn away 
I will break their hearts of stone, Give them hearts for love alone. 

Who will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of wind and flame. I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide, 'Til their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 
 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

BENEDICTION 

And now, until we meet again, may each one be held safely 
in the palm of God’s hand. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 


