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IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Organist: Karen Cain   Pastor: Rev. Dana Schindler 

May 23, 2021     Pentecost 
“Extending God’s love with the work of our hands and hearts…” 

GATHERING MUSIC 

WELCOME                                                                                                                     
Welcome to worship today at Immanuel United Church of Christ in Hamel, IL. We are 
pleased that you have chosen to worship with us today. No matter who you are or 
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! Please leave a comment to let 
us know you are here. Also note any joys and concerns you may have and feel free to 
greet each other in Christian love. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Music used is covered under our CCLI livestreaming license # 4012842.   
Today for our service, you will need your worship guide, paper and a pen. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING The church council has decided that we will approach 
singing in worship using the safest recommended practices, including increased social 
distance, masks must be worn, sing as softly as possible. These practices will minimize 
risk of transmission, not eliminate it.  
 
PRAYER GROUP will meet Wednesday morning at 10:00 am on Zoom. Invitations will 
go out to all on our mailing list Tuesday. We will be praying for the health of our church 
and our friends, family, and community.  
 
EDUCATION TEAM will have our first meeting Wednesday at 7 pm on Zoom. 
Invitations will go out on Wednesday morning. We will be re-imagining how to do 
Christian education to meet changing needs. We will need volunteers with ideas, who 
can think “outside the box” and reach people of all ages. Meetings will be monthly to 
start and as needed once our basic plan is developed. We hope to begin programming 
in the fall. 
 
BOOK STUDY  will meet on Thursday, May 27th using the book Anatomy of a Revived 
Church: Seven Findings of How Congregations Avoided Death, by Thom Rainer. It is 
available through Amazon. All who are interested in helping our church to survive and 
thrive are urged to join us for this study. 
 
PICTURES PLEASE! We request that all members send in a picture of you and your 
family for our 150th  directory.  Just take one with your phone if you don't have one to 
send in.  We will also take pictures at church after worship service each week. Please 
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also send your most current contact information. It will take time to assemble, so 
please send as soon as possible (no later than June 1st) to the office  
e-mail, officeiucc@gomadison.com, or rrklenke@schuetzfarms.com, or text it to  
618-910-8999.   
 
SERVICE OF INSTALLATION for Pastor Dana will take place on June 13th at 3 pm. 
Please make plans to join us either in person or online. We are making plans at this 
time.  
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES                                                                                                         
Ruth:     officeiucc@gomadison.com                                                                               
Pastor Dana: pastoriucc@gomadison.com 
 
THE BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY in Hamel is open on Mondays from 9:00am till 
10:30am. All who need assistance are welcome. 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Corn     Green Beans    Peas 
Carrots    Chef Boyardee Ravioli   Pie Filling 
Pasta sauce   BBQ Sauce    Chili 
Mashed Potatoes  Baked Beans    Rice 
Evaporated Milk   Coffee     Shampoo 
Bars of soap   Dish Detergent 
     
CONCERNS                                                                                                              
Maria S.      Harry S.     Lillie H.                                               
Kathie R.                               Hope S.     Carole G.                                                     
Tomiko J.                            Wayne S.     Sherri R.                                               
Rose O.                      Roger W.    Kathleen L.                                               
Michelle L.                               Kristy K.                          Dorothy D.                                            
Jane B.     Mary Ann C.                   Jake G.  
Diane B.     Luella L.    Church Council  
Students/School Personnel  Hitz Home workers and residents   
Our country as we deal with pandemic     Our Church 
Pastor Dana, as she leads 
 
MISSION MOMENT: Strengthen the Church Offering May 23, 2021                       
Strengthen the Church offering supports congregations across the UCC in many ways 

In the last year, investments in technology allowed many United Church of Christ 
congregations to enhance their online worship services. Other funds enabled new and 
renewing churches to grow their communities, one in a gentrifying neighborhood, 
others on a college campus and a town square. 

mailto:officeiucc@gomadison.com,
mailto:rrklenke@schuetzfarms.com,
mailto:officeiucc@gomadison.com
mailto:pastoriucc@gomadison.com
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In 2020, $150,000 in STC funds provided COVID-19 relief. COVID-19 grants 
empowered 50 churches to better serve their neighbors and their congregants 
gathering virtually during the pandemic. 

Rehoboth Fellowship of Atlanta, UCC                                                                                 
“The (COVID) grant literally helped to save the life of one of our members,” said the 
Rev. Troy Sanders. “During the pandemic it afforded us the opportunity to provide an 
online weekly therapy support group with licensed professionals to help our members 
cope with isolation, fear and other issues triggered by COVID-19 and other 
social/economic determinants of health.” Because of those virtual check-ins, the 
Bishop-elect of Rehoboth Fellowship of Atlanta UCC said the team discovered that 
someone was suicidal and needed medical attention. The church support network 
connected that person to the help that saved a life.                                                                           
Gifts to the Strengthen the Church offering, traditionally received on Pentecost Sunday, 
support leadership development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in 
existing congregations. 
*************************************************************************************************** 
PRELUDE          Karen Cain 

POINT TO PONDER   
"Those in whom the Spirit comes to live are God's new Temple. They are, individually 

and corporately, places where heaven and earth meet." N.T. Wright 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Rushing Wind of the Spirit, breathe new life into us!                                                         
Blazing Flame of the Spirit, burn away our fears!                                                            
Comforting Presence of the Spirit, heal our wounds                                                          
Let us be prepared to worship and praise you, O Holy Spirit.                        
Spirit of God, come upon us this day and fill us with your love.                                                      
Make us people who will proclaim God’s good news in all that we do. AMEN.1 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
Almighty God, your Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ disciples, hidden in an upper room in 
Jerusalem. A violent wind and tongues of fire were the symbols of a new thing 
happening in their lives. May your Holy Spirit burst into our lives today, encouraging 
and inspiring us to proclaim boldly the good news of Jesus Christ who offers healing 
and hope to all people. AMEN. 
 

OPENING HYMN “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”  # 290 NCH  

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

https://makeroom4me.com/
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/strengthen-the-church/strengthen-the-church-give/
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Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are, 
and make me love thee as I ought to love. 

Teach me to feel that you are always nigh; 
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART   
Today is Pentecost Sunday. We wear red and decorate with red to remind us of the fire 
of the Holy Spirit that everyone saw that day. Peter told everyone that God's Spirit was 
poured out on everyone, and everyone who welcomed God's Spirit belonged to God. 
There were many people who were there that day who believed this message and 
were baptized that day—about 3,000 people. Imagine that! How exciting it must have 
been to be there on that first Pentecost and understand how much God loved them! 
And remember, that it is just as exciting to know that God loves each one of us just as 
much! This is what we call “The Good News.” 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC         Karen Cain  
       
SCRIPTURE READING John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15                      
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 
who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify 
because you have been with me from the beginning. 

But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember 
that I told you about them. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 
because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has 
filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about 
judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. “I still have many 
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he 
will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever 
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. 
For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
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Acts 2:1-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 
own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's 
deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does 
this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious 
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'" 

SERMON     A New Vision   Rev. Dana Schindler 

Today is Pentecost, also known as the birthday of the church. That first Pentecost, 50 
days after the resurrection, came when the grief of Jesus’ followers was still deeply felt. 
Their questions about the resurrection and what they should do now weighed heavily 

on their minds. They were afraid of being found and crucified themselves, so they were 
still laying low. They did not yet have a clear vision of how things were supposed to go, 

although they did understand their mission: to spread the gospel to everyone. 

And then on that first Pentecost, The Holy Spirit, The Advocate, arrived. Jesus had told 
them The Advocate would be with them after he left, but frankly, this was NOT what 

they expected.  

Imagine the scene:  
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It’s a warm day and the faithful have gathered for worship. They anticipate a typical 
worship with prayers and song, scripture and teaching/preaching, fellowship and 

making plans for ministry in their community. Perhaps some are thinking ahead to 
other things they need to do or want to do. And of course, there’s that underlying fear 

of what could happen if they are caught. 

All of a sudden there is the rush of wind; flames that touch those gathered, but did not 
burn them; people of different languages can understand what is said in their own 
language without having to translate from the language spoken; people in shock, 

speaking all at once; then Peter, who begins to explain the Old Testament prophetic 
writings with new understanding. 

The Holy Spirit had arrived as promised. The disciples and the people now understand, 
they see more clearly, that Jesus who is no longer physically present, has been 

“replaced” by a new guide. God has been with them since the beginning of time and 
came to live among them in the person of Jesus, and now is among them through the 
Holy Spirit, continuing to guide them on their journey of faith and mission. Now they 

have a vision and a mission. 

What about us? 

What is our vision? What is our mission? 

We came together for worship, much like those who gathered on that first Pentecost, 
expecting some music and prayers, scripture and teaching/preaching, but not 

expecting fire or great excitement. Perhaps we, too, were thinking about our plans for 
the afternoon or where we would eat lunch. Like them, we have no clearly stated 

vision, no real idea of what our final destination looks like.                                                        
We have a mission statement:                                                                                           

“Extending God’s love with the work of our hands and hearts…” 
It’s a good start. But we have no vision statement. Where do we go from here? 

 
The people present on the first Pentecost saw new possibilities that had not occurred 
to them before because they were stuck in fear. Perhaps that is our problem as well. 

 
Peter reminded the people that day of the prophecy of Joel: 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 

and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in 
the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The 

sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's 
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great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.'" 

Are we ready to hear new ideas from unexpected voices? That’s what Joel was saying, 
that the visions and dreams for the future could come from anyone: 

The old, the young, the men, the women, the young people, anyone. 
 

What would happen if we actually did something new?                                                                
Or if we did something we’ve done before in a new way?                                                            

Would the church cease to exist? Would the earth come to an end? 
Would we be too uncomfortable at losing control of outcomes?   

          
 Or 

 
Would we feel a new, Pentecostal fire in our dying bones? 

Would we find new excitement?  
Would we find new purpose?                                                   
Would we grow spiritually?  
Would we grow in number? 

Would we improve our ability and willingness to spread the Good News of God’s great 
love for all people? 

Would we finally be doing what we have been called to do? 
Would we be forever changed? 

God comes to us, Jesus comes to us, The Holy Spirit comes to us as we are. 
But when we truly accept that influence in our lives, we cannot stay the same. 

 
On this day of Pentecost, I pray that we, like those of the early church, may see and 

feel the fire of the Holy Spirit, find the vision that is meant for us in this place and at this 
time, and be forever changed. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                         

Help us, God. Its so much easier to hide inside our walls and wait for the ills of society 
and the dangers of pandemic to end without us. But you call us to do more. You 
challenge us to live vibrant lives of service. We pray that you will help us to be agents 
of healing and hope in our community. Enable us to overcome our fears and feelings of 
inadequacy. Remind us that you are with us and we have everything we need to 
proclaim the Good News of your love for everyone. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 
PRAYER RESPONSE   Precious Lord, Take My Hand  # 472 (NCH) 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, help me stand, 
I am weak, I am tired, I am worn; Thru the storm, thru the night,  

Lead me on to the light, Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
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GIVING OUR GIFTS                                                                                                                        
In all of Creation, we see God’s vision for the future. The gifts from Creation lead us to 
build the dreams God.  With a heart of hope and a soul of gratitude, let us share our 
offerings to create the Church of today and tomorrow.                                                          
Offerings may be placed in the offering plates outside the sanctuary or mailed to 
Immanuel United Church of Christ at 5838 Staunton Road, Edwardsville, IL 62025.   

HYMN OF THANKS  Take My Life, God, Let it Be             # 448 (NCH)                                     
Take my life, God, let it be consecrated faithfully                                                           

Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
Today we are reminded of the promise of the Holy Spirit: to be around us and in us, as 
a quiet voice, as a rush of the wind, as a Holy Fire that purifies as it burns off the 
unnecessary. Come Holy Spirit, come. Come, unsettle us. Come, remove our placid 
acceptance of things that need to end. Come, remove our need to stay in places of 
comfort, when so many occupy places of extreme discomfort. Come, open our eyes to 
those things around us that do not support your vision for humanity. Come, open our 
minds to understand how to move into your vision for humanity. Come, write your 
words of love in our hearts, that we will do what brings the kingdom of God to everyone 
we meet. Come, infect us with your joy that we cannot resist spreading that joy to 
everyone. Come, help us bring our church and our faith back to a joy-filled life. Come, 
Holy Spirit, Come. Help us to be people who bear the word that your love for us is 
eternal; that Jesus Christ, our Savior, proclaimed and taught that love in all that he did 
and said, modeling for us a new way to live. Pick us up and propel us forward into your 
world. Help us to remember that you have given to us what we need to be your 
disciples. We just need to say a resounding "Yes!" to you. Thank you for all the 
wondrous patience and blessings you pour into our lives each and every day, as we 
offer our lives back to you in joy and hope. All these things we pray in the name of your 
son, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, the glory forever Amen.      

CLOSING HYMN        “Spirit of the Living God”   # 283 NCH 

Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

Break me, melt me, 
Mold me, fill me, 



9 

 

Spirit of the living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

BENEDICTION 

And now, until we meet again, may each one be held safely 
in the palm of God’s hand. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 


